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SUBJ: JORDANIAN REPORT ON RECONVENED ARAB LEAGUE 
COUNCIL MEETING 

1 . PRIME MINISTER RIPAI TOLD ME THAT HE HAD A 
REPORT ON THE FIRST DAY'S EVENTS OP THE 
ARAB LEAGUE COUNCIL MEETING. HE NOTED THAT 
IRAQIS AND SYRIANS HAD ENGAGED IN A DUST-UP 

OVER EUPHRATES WATER. APPARENTLY, JORDANIAN MININFO 
SALAH ABU ZAYD,WHO IS IN CHAIR, REPORTED LOTS 
OP ACRIMONY AND BLAME EXCHANGED ON THIS POINT. 

RIPAI INDICATED HE WAS WORRIED ABOUT POSSIBLE 
CONPRONTATION ALONG IRAQI-SYRIAN BORDER AND THAT 
BOTH SIDES HAD APPARENTLY MOVED TROOPS INTO THE 
AREA. SAUDIS WERE ATTEMPTING TO URGE SYRIA TO 
PROVIDE SOME ADDITION WATER TO IRAQ TO ALLEVIATE 
EXTENSIVE SHORTAGE FOR IRRIGATED AREAS. 

2. ON UNRWA PUNDING,RIPAI SAID THAT HE HAD TALKED 
WITH SAUDIS ABOUT THIS QUESTION DURING KING’S RECENT 
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VISIT TO RIYADH. HE HAD GIVEN SALAH ABU ZAYD 
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INSTRUCTIONS TO GET THROUGH A HELPFUL RESOLTUION 
URGING ARAB CONTRIBUTIONS TO UNESCO FOR THE 
EDUCATION OF PALESTINIANS. SAUDIS, HE SAID, WERE 
POSITIVE AND HE HAD HOPES THAT THE ACTION WOULD GO 
FORWARD AS HE HAD EARLIER INDICATED IT WOULD. 

PICKERING 
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